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CITY OF STEINBACH
Regular Council Meeting
March 4, 2025

MINUTES

1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of City of Steinbach Council held on Tuesday,
March 4, 2025, at City of Steinbach Council Chambers.

2. Mayor Earl Funk called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., with the following members of
Council present: Councillors Jake Hiebert, Michael Zwaagstra, Susan Penner & Damian Penner.
Also present: City Manager, Troy Warkentin, Manager, Corporate Services, Adam Thiessen, and
City Clerk, Amanda Dubois.

3. Councillor Susan Penner opened the meeting.
4, Councillor D. Penner, Councillor M. Zwaagstra RESOLVED that the agenda be adopted.
-Un. Carried-

5. Councillor D. Penner, Councillor S. Penner RESOLVED that the minutes of February 18,
2025, Regular Council Meeting be approved.

-Un. Carried-

6. Councillor D. Penner, Councillor M. Zwaagstra RESOLVED that Councillor S. Penner
be excused from the February 18, 2025 regular council meeting and that Councillor B. Hiebert
and Councillor J. Siemens be excused from the March 4, 2025 regular council meeting.

7. Council Meeting recessed and Public Hearing was called to order at 7:35 p.m., by Mayor
Funk. Public hearing was to consider the City of Steinbach 2025 Financial Plan.

7.1  Brian Hrehirchuk, Senior Manager, Finance, presented the 2025 Financial Plan.
Mr. Hrehirchuk provided information on the annual budget cycle and that City Council,
Management and staff have been working on the budget for several months, with Council
providing comments at the final review in November.

7.2 Mr. Hrehirchuk presented the budget proposing a municipal property tax rate of 14.4
mills for 2025.

7.3 Mr. Hrehirchuk provided information on what to expect for 2025 Expenses Programs and
Projects and Debt that make up the 2025 budget:
- $9 million for new capital improvements:
- Events Centre
- $27.5 million capital renewal program for the replacement of equipment and
infrastructure:
- Loewen Boulevard and PTH 12 North Intersection
- Lift Station #1 Upgrade and Force Main Twinning

7.4 Mr. Hrehirchuk reviewed the municipal budget for revenues and expenses for 2025.

7.5 Mr. Hrehirchuk stated that there was strong development in 2024 and property value
growth of 14.9%. Supplementary property taxes of $675,000.00, a $4.65 million provincial per
capita tax sharing grant and Federal Gas Tax Grant of $1.03 million are expected.

7.6 Mr. Hrehirchuk provided a long-term overview for expected requirements in future years.
7.7 Mr. Hrehirchuk completed his presentation at 7:46 p.m.

7.8 Mr. Hrehirchuk was prepared to answer questions of council.

8. Gary Snider, 534 Wilson Street, was present at the public hearing and asked for
clarification regarding the methods used to assess if the City’s infrastructure needs are being met.
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9. City Manager Troy Warkentin explained that the City maintains a long-term capital plan
extending beyond the required five-year outlook, spanning 7-10 years. The Engineering
Department utilizes mathematical models and industry benchmarks to assess infrastructure
capacity, ensuring the system can sustain current demands while accommodating future growth.

With relatively young public infrastructure built from more resilient materials, the City
benefits from longer asset lifespans compared to other urban jurisdictions. Additionally, various
models are used to evaluate pavement conditions, with consultants providing analysis to guide
maintenance and improvements.

10.  There being no further discussion, the Public Hearing closed, and the Council
meeting re-opened at 8:00 p.m., and the following resolutions resulted.

11.  Councillor M. Zwaagstra, Councillor S. Penner

WHEREAS Section 162 of The Municipal Act, SM 1996, c.58 states:

“Every council must adopt a financial plan for each fiscal year in a form approved by the
minister and consisting of (a) an operating budget; (b) a capital budget;

(c) an estimate of operating revenue and expenditures for the following fiscal year; and (d) a
five-year capital expenditure program.”

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the financial plan for the City of Steinbach
for the year 2025 as set out in the manner and form approved by the Minister be and the same is
hereby approved in principle, the determination of school tax requirements, and that the said plan
information shall be incorporated in and form part of the 2025 Tax Levy By-Law.

-Un. Carried-

12. Council meeting recessed and Public Hearing was called to order at 8:02 p.m., by
Mayor Earl Funk. Public Hearing was to consider Variance V-2025-02.

Variance V-2025-02
Owner: 268 Home Street - Kingdom Home Building Inc.
274 Home Street - Tommy & Sandra Petkau and Bernhard & Mary Petkau
Applicant: Kingdom Home Building Inc.
Civic Address: 268 & 274 Home Street
Legal: NW 82.5 Feet & SE 82.5 Feet of Lot 7, Block 3, Plan 3906

Purpose: To allow a maximum height of 4 stories for a multi-family building as the
maximum height in the “RMD” Residential Medium Density Zone is 3 stories for the purpose of
having grade level parking with 3 stories of residential above.

12.1  Troy Warkentin, City Manager introduced Variance V-2025-02 and reported that notices
pursuant to The Planning Act had been completed.

12.2  One item of objection had been received from Grant Warkentin, 251 Home Street,
objecting to the application.

12.3  Luke Wiebe, 30017 36E Hirschfeld Road, of Kingdom Home Building Inc. was present
at the hearing and presented the following:

- Previous public hearing materials from approximately one year ago depicted a partially
underground parkade, with 6 to 6.5 feet below grade and the remainder above ground.

- The variance request seeks approval for a height increase to accommodate a heated
parkade beneath three stories of residential units.

- The building’s design and style remain unchanged.

- Mr. Wiebe outlined the height differences between a main-floor parking structure and a
partially underground parkade, stating he was open to either option, as both are viable plans.

- He requested council approval for the variance, with the final decision on parking
configuration to be determined through the development agreement and engineered construction
plan submission process.

- Mr. Wiebe was prepared to answer questions of council.

13.  Council discussion and questions followed.
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14. Ben Bobrowski, 262 Home Street, was present at the public hearing to object. He read a
letter from David and Aralin Warkentin of 412 Hospital Street, who expressed concerns about
the impact on neighboring homes and privacy, stating they believe the location is unsuitable.
They also noted that one of Steinbach’s remaining heritage trees may not survive the
development.

Mr. Bobrowski personally raised privacy concerns, stating he is uncomfortable with the
prospect of residents overlooking his backyard. He also noted that due to the building’s height,
his backyard would receive no sunlight until mid-afternoon. As a result, he is considering
relocating rather than investing in improvements to his home.

15.  Woodson Klassen, 243 Home Street, was present at the public hearing to object [ e
raised concerns about the lack of privacy for residents in their yards and homes, as well as the
limited sunlight due to the building’s height. He expressed opposition to the removal of large,
healthy trees that would be lost to development. Additionally, he noted safety concerns, stating
he was not allowed to play in his front yard due to the speed of traffic.

16. Devon Klassen, 243 Home Street was present at the public hearing to state that their
neighbourhood is the most inappropriate place to have a development like the one proposed.
They have been surrounded by construction with the event centre and the hospital.

17. Elliana Warkentin, 251 Home Street, was present at the public hearing to object to the
variance, expressing concerns about its impact on her family and the neighbourhood. She cited
increased traffic, longer wait times at intersections, and a higher risk of accidents as major
concerns. She raised objections to the noise levels associated with the parking structure,
including revving engines, slamming car doors, and alarms. She expressed that the development
would negatively affect the character and aesthetics of the neighborhood and highlighted
potential structural risks to nearby buildings, noting that deep foundational work could cause soil
shifting, increased drainage issues, and erosion. She also raised concerns that excavation could
disturb the root systems of large, established trees in the area.

18. Mr. Wiebe returned to the podium to acknowledge the concerns raised, emphasizing his
appreciation for downtown, having grown up near the event centre on Reimer Avenue. He shared
that many of his renters choose to live downtown for its walkability and to support local
businesses. While recognizing that change can be difficult, he assured those present that he is
mindful of their concerns and will work closely with City engineers to ensure the development is
built safely.

19. Discussion of council and questions of administration followed.
20.  There being no further discussion, Council meeting re-opened at 8:53 p.m.

21. Councillor S. Penner, Councillor D. Penner RESOLVED that the City of Steinbach
approve Variance V-2025-02, to permit a fourth storey subject to the fourth storey being used for
vehicle parking, subject to the fourth storey being no greater than 1 meter above the surrounding
rough grade and subject to the execution of a development agreement.

Voting For: S. Penner, D. Penner, E. Funk
Voting Against: M. Zwaagstra, J. Hiebert

22.  Council meeting recessed and Public Hearing was called to order at 9:07 p.m., by
Mayor Earl Funk. Public Hearing was to consider Variance V-2025-03.

Variance V-2025-03

Owner: Matthew & Ashley Friesen

Applicant: Savannah Grenier/Smith Neufeld Jodoin
Civic Address: 430 Rockwood Street

Legal: Lot 2, Plan 39492 EX all mines and minerals

Purpose: 1. To allow a detached accessory building to have a rear yard setback of 4.1
feet whereas the “RR” Rural Residential zone requires a minimum setback of 5 feet.
2. To allow a detached accessory building to have a side yard setback of 3.7
feet whereas the “RR” zone requires a minimum setback of 5 feet.
3. To permit a minimum lot width of 70 feet whereas the minimum lot width of
the “RR” zone is 100 feet.
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22.1  Troy Warkentin, City Manager introduced Variance V-2025-03 and reported that notices
pursuant to The Planning Act had been completed.

22.2  The applicant was not present at the public hearing.
22.3  There was no one present at the public hearing with questions or concerns.
22.4  There being no further discussion, Council meeting re-opened at 9:09 p.m.

23. Councillor D. Penner, Councillor J. Hiebert RESOLVED that the City of Steinbach
approve Variance V-2025-03.

-Un. Carried-

24.  Councillor J. Hiebert, Councillor S. Penner RESOLVED that the following accounts be
approved for payment:

Accounts Payable (February 26, 2025) $ 2,299,720.50
Bi-Weekly Pay Period No. 05 (February 25, 2025) $ 303,614.79
-Un. Carried-

25. Councillor M. Zwaagstra, Councillor S. Penner RESOLVED that the City of Steinbach
accept the following approved excavator’s licences as issued by the Operations Department.

Lic. No. 25-12 - Southwood Ventures Inc. - Kas Wiens - Sewer & Water
Lic. No. 25-13 - Fehr Leveling & Excavating Inc. - John Fehr - Sewer & Water
Lic. No. 25-14 - OB1 Contracting Itd. - Micheal O’Brien - Utilities

-Un. Carried-

26. Correspondence and a request from the Steinbach Manitoba 55+ games 2025 committee
were acknowledged.
Received as information.

27.  Correspondence and a request for permission to hold a farmers’ market in the Southeast
Event Centre parking lot resulted in the following resolution.

28.  Councillor S. Penner, Councillor D. Penner resolved that the City of Steinbach support
and permit the operation of a farmers’ market to be organized by the Southeast Event Centre
Group Inc. in the parking lot of the Southeast Event Centre every Tuesday from

2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., beginning in June and continuing through the end of September.

-Un. Carried-
29. Minutes of the Seine Rat Roseau Watershed District of January 21, 2025 were
acknowledged.
Received as information.
30. Minutes of the Eastman Regional Municipal Committee South Sub-Committee of
February 10, 2025 were acknowledged.
Received as information.

31.  Councillor S. Penner, Councillor D. Penner RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned.

-Un. Carried-
Time of adjournment: 9:45 p.m.

*ad

Mayor City Manager



